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GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
RATIONALE:  The General Education Program at The University of Akron offers an 
educational experience to students pursuing a bachelor’s degree or an associate’s 
degree (to a limited extent).  It is designed to help students acquire knowledge, 
skills, and attitude contributing to an understanding of self and the world; to 
promote effectiveness in meeting civic, occupational, and personal challenges; to 
enhance appreciation of the range and depth of human knowledge and experience; and to 
encourage the desire and ability to continue learning. 
 
The basic goals of the General Education Program are to enhance the student’s: 

�x ability to think critically – to abstract, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate; 
�x ability to think creatively; 
�x ability to communicate clearly and effectively; 
�x understanding of historical and cultural perspectives; 

 
The General Education Program emphasizes academic experiences that enhance the 
student’s: 

�x ability to interpret written works; 
�x awareness of language and its uses; 
�x understanding of and ability to utilize mathematical and scientific 

principles and methods; 
�x appreciation of artistic experience and expression; 
�x understanding of contemporary political, social, and economic issues; 
�x understanding of western and non-western cultural traditions; 
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